
Honor Code 
 

 

The Honor Code Committee took a look at Brookstone’s 

Honor Code, its application and importance in the Lower,   

Intermediate, Middle and Upper Schools.  The Committee 

evaluated the existing code and its enforcement, and          

reviewed codes from other schools and best practices with 

respect to implementation. The Committee has proposed a 

new Honor Code which includes first, second, and third       

offense consequences.  The proposal will  be reviewed by    

the Administration and the Board of Trustees.   
 
 

 

The Committee also believed that the importance of the 

Honor Code and Brookstone’s commitment to it should be 

highlighted annually through the institution of a formal    

signing ceremony in the Upper School, and revamping of the 

Middle School signing ceremony.  A student, parent, and    

faculty/staff pledge was also included in the Committee’s   

recommendations. 

 

In addition, the Committee has proposed changes to the    

Upper School Honor Council that have been approved and 

will be  instituted during the 2010-2011 school year.  The 

changes are: 

  An application process for members 

  The addition of freshmen members 

  Minimum qualifications for membership 

Academic Quality 
 

 

The Academic Quality and Priority Committee was 

charged with examining issues related to academic 

quality and priority.  Using the responses from the 

2009 survey of constituents as a starting point, the 

Committee met nine times and  addressed four areas 

of concern: 

1. Academic standards 

2. Faculty quality 

3. College counseling 

4. Student quality 

Over the course of its work, the Committee met with 

each school principal and various staff members.  In 

addition, the Committee reviewed practices of      

comparable schools and comments from Brookstone 

parents received through conversations, interviews 

and emails.   

 

As a result, the Committee offered several   

recommendations summarized as follows: 
 

Prioritize academics 

Develop and implement consistent policies for 

attracting, hiring, mentoring and retaining all  

personnel 

Expand services to address diverse student 

learning needs for both assistance and   

   enrichment 

Expand counseling services in College           

Counseling and the Lower School 
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Social Issues 
 

 

The Social Issues Committee focused its attention on 

the issue of bullying.  The Committee met ten times 

and received  faculty, student, and current and      

former parent input regarding the manner in which 

specific bullying situations were managed.  The main 

issues identified by the Committee were as follows: 
 

1. Exclusionary behaviors were the most         

frequently encountered forms of  bullying 

2. Some harassment and intimidation  exists 

among students specifically in the Lower    

and Middle Schools – physical harm is less     

prevalent 

3. The need for a comprehensive program that  

promotes a belief system discouraging        

bullying behavior 

 

The Committee identified several  

opportunities for improvement which included: 

Improvement in the area of parent   

   communication and closure when a  bullying  

incident has occurred 

The need for a guidance counselor in the Lower 

School 

Modifying Brookstone’s current policy on        

bullying in some areas and making it consistent 

across all schools 

 
The Values Proposition Committee concluded that at       

present a Brookstone education offers the following: 
 

Academic rigor and challenge throughout the             

curriculum assured by detailed  curriculum mapping 

Interactive technological education from                      

pre-kindergarten through the 12th grade 

Brookstone students develop strong relationships that 

last a lifetime  

Brookstone’s small size also allows all students to  

develop both athletically and artistically 

Brookstone promotes responsible global and local 

education through foreign exchange programs,      

voluntary leadership opportunities through service 

throughout the community and overseas   

Brookstone is the only school in the community that 

exposes all students to three foreign languages       

between  pre-kindergarten and 6th grade 

Brookstone produces confident  students who have 

had numerous meaningful opportunities to develop 

this characteristic 
 

The Committee felt that Brookstone needs to update its 

communication of the value of a Brookstone education 

through more effective marketing and better use of the 

internet.  Further, the Committee made recommendations 

focusing on retention of Middle School students as they 

transition to high school, Brookstone’s AP program, and 

other tools designed for retaining and attracting students. 

Values Proposition 

This Committee addressed three questions: 

1. What makes a Brookstone education valuable? 

2. How can Brookstone better communicate that value  

to families? 

3. How can we meaningfully enhance the value of a 

Brookstone education? 

During the course of its work the Committee took a look at 

academics, athletics, the arts and extracurricular activities 

currently offered in the Lower, Intermediate, Middle and    

Upper Schools with an additional focus on high school and 

college prep in the Middle and Upper Schools respectively. 

Substance Abuse  

Prevention  

The Substance Abuse Prevention Planning Committee, a 25 
member partnership of parents, faculty, students, alumni,       
administration and trustees, is charged to guide the develop-
ment of efforts to prevent, educate and intervene in the area of 
alcohol and drug use. Although the entire plan is not due for 
completion until winter, much has been accomplished to date. 
 

Contracted with FCD school based substance abuse  
      prevention services 

Developed an interim Alcohol and Other Drug Policy 
Conducted an “attitudes and behaviors” survey for 6th 
through 12th graders 
Written purpose and belief statements 
Created Prevention Teams for Upper, Middle and             
Intermediate Schools 

 

The Committee desires that all students will be alcohol and drug 
free on campus, and that the education and assistance provided 
to the parents will help them foster this desired culture beyond 
the walls of the school. 


